THE  AITNUAL  REPORT  (1904). 
of  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
for  the 

Urban  District  of  Shanklin. 


Gentleioen, 

During  the  past  year  there  have  been  registered  within 
your  district  Sixty  Pour  (64)  births  viz.  Thirty  four  (34) 
males  and  Thirty  (30)  females.  Of  these  I  was  illAgitimate . 
The  birth  rate  is  therefore  12  per  1000  of  population  which 
is  2  per  1000  less  than  last  year.  The  illegitimate  birth 
'  rate  being  I5«6  per  1000  births  as  against  32  per  1000  births 
last  year. 

During  the  sane  period  there  have  occurred  Fifty  Five 
(55)  deaths  viz.  Thirty  three  (33)  males  and  Twenty  two  (22) 
females  -  The  death  rate  thus  being  10. I  per  1000  of  popula¬ 
tion  compared  with  10.9  last  year  viz.  a  decrease  of  .8  per 
1000. 


Prom  this  point  of  view  of  age  the  deaths  have  occurred 


as  follows! 
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It  will  be  observed  that  the  largest  figure  is  that  of 
people  over  65  years  of  age  and  if  we  add  the  deaths  of  In¬ 
fants  under  I  year  to  those  over  65  years  we  account  for 
practically  two  thirds  (%)  of  the  death  rate,  which  is  an  ex¬ 
ceedingly  striking  fact  and  moreso  when  we  consider  that  the 
total  death  rate  is  but  IQ, I  per  1000. 

To  look  at  the  facts  in  another  way  if  we  take  the  deaths 
of  those  over  I  year  and  under  65  years  it  amounts  to  only 

5  per  1000. 

As  to  causation  the  above  deaths  were  certified  as  being 
due  to  the  following  causes:  - 

8  deaths  were  due  to  Cancer. 

7  "  "  "  Senile  decay. 

6  "  "  "  Phthisis. 
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6  "  "  "  Cerebral  haemorrhage  (Apoplexy.) 

4  "  "  "  Pneumonia. 

4  "  "  "  Diseases  of  the  Heart. 


It  will  be  observed  that  during  the  past  year  not  a 
single  death  has  been  caused  by  any  zymotic  disease  -  Indeed 
during  the  year  1894  I  have  had  notification  of  only  two  di¬ 
seases  viz.  I  case  of  Diphtheria  in  a  child  of  4  years  during 
the  month  of  January  and  I  case  of  Typhoid  fever  in  this  latter 
case  not  contracted  within  the  district  her  illness  began  on 
the  way  home  from  Madeira  where  she  had  been  nursing  patients 
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suffering  from  Typhoid  fever. 

I  need  hardly  point  out  to  you  that  this  is  €in  exceeding¬ 
ly  good  record,  so  satisfactory  indeed  that  I  believe  it  has 
only  once  been  surpassed. 

This  very  highly  gratifying  result  clearly  proves  that  the 
care  you  have  bestowed  upon  the  sanitary  condition  of  your  dis¬ 
trict  is  productive  of  the  most  far  reaching  benefits  to  the 
population. 

Indeed  it  is  hardly  possible  to  foretell  where  the  use 
ends  for  any  one  sanitary  defect. 

It  is  most  remarkable  for  instance  how  the  health  of  the 
children  of  Shanklin  has  improved  since  the  cleansing  and  fenc¬ 
ing  off  of  the  brook  at  the  boundary  of  their  playground  at 


Batts. 
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Drainage. 

The  house  drainage  of  Shanklin  is  upon  the  whole  exceed¬ 
ingly  good  and  it  is  now  rarely  indeed  that  the  Inspector  finds 
£uiy  of  the  graver  defects  that  used  a  few  years  ago  to  be  al¬ 
most  constantly  present. 

% 

This  improvement  has  been  gradually  brought  about,  a  con¬ 
siderable  number  of  houses  within  the  district  being  put  into 
a  really  sound  sanitary  condition  each  year  Fifty  houses  having 
been  so  dealt  with  during  the  past  year.  There  are  sixty 
houses  holding  sanitary  certificates  and  these  houses  are  all 
of  them  thoroughly  sanitary  in  every  way,  but  besides  these 
there  are  a  very  large  number  of  houses  without  any  sanitary 
defects  of  any  kind  and  houses  which  are  quite  certif K^able , 
but  the  owners  or  occupiers  do  not  apply  for  a  sanitary  cer¬ 
tificate  unless  the  house  is  to  be  let  either  as  a  private  re¬ 
sidence  or  as  a  lodging  or  boarding  house.  Indeed  many  of  the 
best  sanitarily  appointed  houses  within  the  district  come  under 
this  category. 

The  principal  sewers  are  new  and  good  and  the  ventilation 
of  such  is  satisfactory.  One  of  the  smaller  sewers  viz.  the 
one  leading  from  Appley  dovm  into  the  Chine  is  defective  and 
ought  to  be  dealt  with  accordingly. 
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Slaughter  Houses. 

The  present  position  of  the  Slaughter  houses  adjacent  to 
the  Playground  at  Batts  is  not  a  satisfactory  one.  However 
vigilant  the  Inspector  may  be  it  is  not  possible  for  him  to 
prevent  that  being  a  source  of  danger,  the  condition  has  been 
vastly  improved  through  your  attention  to  the  matter,  but  they 
ought  not  to  be  there  at  all.  Whether  you  adopt  a  public 
Abbatoir,  as  I  have  before  advised,  or  not  those  slaughter 
houses  ought  to  be  removed,  they  are  a  danger  to  the  children 
playing  there  and  moreover  they  do  pollute  the  brook  which  be¬ 


comes  thereby  a  danger, 


Water  Supply. 


What  I  said  in  my  last  annual  report  under  this  heading 
remains  true  now.  It  is  an  unquestionable  fact  that  the  quali¬ 
ty  of  the  water  supplied  to  the  Shanklin  District  is  of  the 
very  purest.  The  district  would  not  have  made  a  nniformly 
good  bill  of  health  were  the  water  supply  other  than  it  is 
in  quality^ and  that  is  the  very  best. 

But  as  to  quantity  the  majority  of  you  as  a  council 
acknowledge  that  the  quantity  is  not  such  as  it  ought  to  be 
for  a  growing  health  resort  like  Shanklin,  and  in  that  opinion 
I  entirely  concur  and  I  have  from  year  to  year  always  pointed 
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out  in  my  annual  report  that  such  is  the  case.  Since  you  ac¬ 
quired  anr  auxiliary  supply  of  water  from  Wroxall  there  is  a 
tendency  in  the  minds  of  some  to  assert  that  we  have  since 
then  not  been  short  of  water  and  they  further  assert  that  for 
the  last  two  years  we  have  had  plenty  of  water.  It  certainly 
is  a  fact  that  we  have  not  run  short  of  water  and  I  t&isJr^hat 
you  are  not  going  to  wait  for  that  disastrous  contingency. 

I  pointed  out  to  you  last  year  that  1903  had  been  a  year  with 
something  near  if  not  actually  a  record  rainfall  and  as  far  as 
I  have  been  able  to  ascertain  it  was  a  record  rainfall^  there¬ 
fore  you  cannot  base  any  sound  argument  on  that  year,  for  you 
have  to  provide  for  the  driest  summer^ and  just  during  July 
August  and  September  when  your  population  is  often  more  than 
doubled.  Let  me  further  more  point  out  that  the  past  year 
though  a  year  with  a  delightfully  fine  summer  and  a  rainfall 
below  the  average  in  England  generally  was  a  year  with  a  rain¬ 
fall  very  marlredly  above  the  average  in  the  I  of  W.  indeed  ex¬ 
cepting  I9Q3  it  is  the  wettest  during  the  last  decade.  You 
may  very  well  therefore  be  led  to  greatly  over  estimate  your 
present  water  supply  considering  that  you  have  a  year  19Q3 
with  the  heaviest  rainfall  followed  by  another  year  I90|4  with 
a  rainfall  one  quarter  more  than  the  average. 
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I  am  well  aware  that  you  have  two  schemes  before  you 
for  the  obtaining  of  a  further  adequate  water  supply.  I  sin¬ 
cerely  trust  that  you  will  adopt  the  larger  scheme  which  will 
be  by  far  the  most  satisfactory  in  the  long  run  and  will  I  feel 
quite  certain  prove  the  cheaper  in  the  end.  I  believe  that  you 
have  proved  its  adequacy,  indeed  I  believe  I  am  right  in  saying 
that  you  have  found  that  you  can  obtain  practically  as  much  wate^ 
as  your  district  can  consume  not  only  now  but  for  very  many 
years  to  come  and  that  you  can  obtain  it  on  perfectly  good 
terms.  You  know  the  water  to  be  of  the  very  best  quality  and 
that  it  comes  from  a  perfectly  unpolluted  area.  I  must  say 
that  in  the  best  interests  of  the  public  health  of  your  dis¬ 
trict  you  appear* '  to  me  to  have  but  one  alternative  and  I  trust 


promptly  once  for  all  settle  the 


that 


water  supply  of  Shanklin. 

Why  is  it  that  so  many  of  the  health  resorts  in  the  South 
of  Europe  and  even  health  resorts  still  nearer  the  tropics^ 
which  boast  of  climatic  conditions  which  we  even  in  the  most 
favoured  portion  of  England  cannot  aspire  to  have  a  death  rate 
far  beyond  ours? 

Jt  is  due  to  two  causes^  defective  water  supply  and  defective 
drainage  (by  defective  drainage  I  mean  all  defects  from  the 
ventilating  shaft  to  the  outlet  of  a  main  sewer.) 
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Scavengingo 

I  was  glad  to  report  last  year  that  this  had  been  much 
better  than  the  year  before  and  that  1  had  received  no  com¬ 
plaints.  It  is  very  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  say  again 
that  I  have  not  received  any  complaints  during  the  past  year 
and  that  so  far  as  I  am  able  to  observe  it  was  carried  out  in 
a  perfectly  satisfactory  manner,  I  believe  there  was  some  com¬ 
plaint  as  to  the  routes  the  scavengers  carts  followed  but  that 
not  being  a  question  in  my  opinion  affecting  the  public  health 
I  cannot  enter  into  it  at  all. 


Cowsheds. 


These  have  been  duly  Inspected  and  upon  the  whole  found 
well  kept  €md  lime  washed.  In  my  last  annual  report  I  sug¬ 
gested  that  cow  keepers  might  be  supplied  with  a  request  by 
the  council  that  the  greatest  possible  cleanliness  might  be 
observed  both  as  regards  the  cows  udders  and  the  milkman ^s  or 
milkmaid’s  hands  as  well  as  utensils  used  to  receive  and  store 
the  milk,  the  latter  is  not  likely  to  be  neglected  but  the  for 
mer  are,  I  further  said  that  I  thought  such  such  request  might 
be  sent  to  cowkeepers  outside  the  district  which  are  known  to 
send  milk  for  consumption  within  your  district.  I  do  not 
suggest  an  order^  merely  a  request,  I  cannot  see  that  it  could 
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do  any  harm  and  might  do  great  good.  The  danger  from  this 
source  is  not  sufficiently  known  by  some  of  those  people  en¬ 
gaged  in  keeping  and  milking  cows. 

I  have  not  received  any  intimation  from  you  whether  such 
a  request  was  sent  out  or  not. 

In  cases  in  which  suggestions  from  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  are  not  thought  desirable  by  the  Council  would  it 
not  be  well  to  inform  him  of  the  fact  with  the  nn tries  against 
such  suggestions.  If  this  suggestion  to  Cowkeepers  was  carried 
out  I  beg  to  apologize  for  bringing  it  before  you  again. 

Meteorology. 

The  year  I9Q4  though  a  wet  year  had  a  very  fine  summer, 
the  months  of  June  and  July  being  exceptionally  dry  and  warm. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  last  summer  was  an  exceedingly  hot 
one  and  in  many  places  in  the  south  of  England  very  high  tem¬ 
peratures  were  recorded  even  upwards  of  90^  F  in  the  shade. 

Here  in  Shanklin  the  highest  shade  reading  on  the  Cliff  was 
76  a  little  further  from  the  sea  at  a  lower  level  a  tempera¬ 
ture  of  80  in  the  shade  was  registered  on  July  I7th,  but  that 
was  2  above  any  other  day.  This  will  illustrate  a  meteorolo¬ 
gical  fact  connected  with  the  Isle  of  Wight  and  that  is  that^ 
during  hot  summer  weather  in  England  we  do  not  here  get  the 


(ID 


excessive  heat.  This  is  a  fact  too  little  known  by  the  general 
public  indeed  I  have  found  a  wide  spread  belief,  in  fact  an 
almost  universal  belief  with  those  not  familiar  with  the  cli¬ 
mate  of  the  Isle  of  Wight,  that  it  is  oppressively  hot  here  in 
the  summer  whereas  as  a  matter  of  fact  Just  the  reverse  is  the 
case,  in  hot  summer  weather  we  are  some  10“  F  below  London, 
a  temperature  of  80  F  in  the  shade  is  an  exceedingly  rare 
reading  in  this  district.  Many  people  avoid  the  Isle  of  Wight 


in  summer  in  yeapg  of  the  excessive  heat  which  as  a  matter  of 
fact  does  not  exist  and  for  very  obvious  reasons  if  the  physi¬ 
cal  characters  were  for  a  moment  considered.  The  fact  being 
the  climate  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  is  remarkable  for  its  equabi¬ 
lity^  it  does  not  get  hot  in  summer  nor  does  it  get  cold  in 
winter.  The  mean  variation  is  small,  indeed  probably  smaller 
than  in  any  other  part  of  England.  The  min. temp,  for  1904  was 
27"*  F  which  occurred  in  the  end  of  November.  I  believe  that 
South  Devon  and  S.W. Cornwall  have  thermometer  readings  quite 
as  high  as  we  have  during  the  winter  and  I  would  not  be  sur¬ 
prised  if  at  one  or  two  places  it  does  not  prove  to  be  a  frac- 
tion  higher,  but  against  that  those  places  a  much  greater- 

rainfall.  Taking  therefore  hours  of  sunshine,  warmth,  equabi¬ 
lity  and  rainfall  the  Isle  of  Wight  possesses  a  climate  not 
excelled  if  equalled  in  the  British  Isles. 
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Pactorles,  Workshops,  Launderies,  Workplaces  etc. 

There  are  within  the  Urban  District  of  Shanklin  no 
factories  in  the  ordinary  acceptation  of  the  term  but  for 
the  purposes  of  the  act  soae  of  the  local  Industries  come  un¬ 
der  that  designation  viz.  Three  printers  establishments,  Two 
Bakehouses,  Two  Mineral  Water  manufactories.  Two  sausage. 
Makers,  One  Steam  Laundry,  One  Gas  Works,  One  Timber  Merchants 
yard.  One  Whitesmith  and  Cycle  depot,  and  One  Brewery  -  there 
are  fourteen  workshops  and  twenty  three  workplaces.  Some  of 
the  latter  might  possibly  be  more  correctly  styled  Homev/orkers 
Premises.  There  are  no  dangerous  trades  or  occupations  carried 
on  within  the  district.  There  was  one  slight  accident  a  case 
of  scalding  which  was  specially  reported  upon.  With  2  or  3 
exceptions  these  various  places  give  occupation  to  only  one, 
two  or  three  workpeople  so  that  there  is  not  much  scope  for 
overcrowding  and  I  have  not  found  that  such  in  any  case  exists. 
The  shortcoming  that  does  present  itself  is  in  some  cases  a 
want  of  general  cleanliness  in  workshops^ not  having  the  walls 
whitewashed  etc.  Such  defects  are  due  to  thoughtlessness  and 
when  such  defects  as  have  been  found  to  exist  are  pointed  out 
they  are  remedied.  In  the  accompanying  schedule  it  will  be 
observed  that  there  figures  an  underground  bakehouse,  I  have 
so  classified  it  because  one  side  of  it  is  underground,  the 
other  side  is  not  and  as  I  am  in  some  doubt  as  to  whether  it 
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constitutes  an  underground  Bakehouse^  I  have  so  class^ied  it 
and  have  advised  the  necessity  of  a  certificate.  Witl^ excep¬ 
tion  of  the  cases  in  which  occupier's  have  been  careless  as  to 
general  cleanliness  and  which  have  been  remedied^  I  do  not 
know  of  any  condition  in  any  of  the^actories^ Workshops  and 
Workplaces  within  your  district  which  can  in  any  way  be  con¬ 
sidered  detrimental  to  the  health  of  the  workpeople  therein 
engaged. 


I  am  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


il 


Annual  Report  of 


Medical  Officer  of  Health.  1904. 


